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Hosea 14:1 - 9 

Israel’s sin has been her downfall. The prophet pleads with them to pray to God. Only God can enable them to come to Him with praise! They must ask Him to receive them with grace “… [so] that we may offer the fruit of our lips.” Praising God and declaring His rule over them would not erase their sin. Their only hope lay in the only one able to save them from their sin against God, and that One was God. 

Today’s reading is the last of the recorded words of Hosea. His prophetic utterances end with the hope and assurance that God will answer their need and deliver them from evil and back into His arms. They will see restoration and reunion with Him.

Our next reading will be in Joel. He was a prophet about the time of Hosea and Amos and he most likely lived in the area of Jerusalem. When his words were recorded is a topic of debate, since he gives no precise dating in his writing. You may see very early dates or very late dates listed as probable, depending on the study Bible you are using. Joel’s message to us remains the same regardless of when it was written. His ministry was most likely right around the time of Jerusalem’s fall. 
